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Call to Action 2011
Get involved in the National Disability Insurance Scheme campaign
As part of MND Week each year MND Australia and the state associations undertake a national Call to Action to address issues that impact on people living with MND in Australia. This year we are asking members to support the Every Australian Counts campaign and the national campaign for the introduction of a National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS).
The NDIS will be a new support system for people with a disability, their families and carers. It will transform the way services are funded and delivered, ensuring people are better supported and enabling them to have greater choice and control. The Productivity Commission will soon report to the Government on the findings of its inquiry into a long-term disability care and support scheme so the time for action is now! 
This Call to Action will show the government that the MND community wants and supports a NDIS. 

Our Key message: 

It’s time to change the way services for people with disabilities are funded and structured in Australia so that people diagnosed with MND can access disability services as soon as a need arises no matter where that person lives or how old they are. People diagnosed with MND need a rapid response to their support needs - waiting lists are not an option. 
How to spread the word about the NDIS campaign:
· Get active in telling your community, media and governments about the difference a NDIS would make to your life – don’t forget to use your online social networking groups! 

· Get involved by using the letter template below to write to (or email) your government representatives’ and/or visit them and tell them how the current system impacts on your life.  
· Go to the Every Australian Counts website http://everyaustraliancounts.com.au/  

· sign the petition  

· join the campaign on facebook

· follow on twitter @EveryAustralian     #icount 
· Respond to the Productivity Commission’s interim report by 30 April 2011 http://www.pc.gov.au/projects/inquiry/disability-support  
· make a submission and/or attend a public hearing
I look forward to your contribution in influencing a positive outcome for people living with MND through this campaign. MND associations will continue to support the NDIS campaign throughout the year to highlight the needs of people living with MND to governments and the community. 
Please insert the information that is appropriate for you into the letter below and send or email to your Federal and State MPs and Senators, the health, family services and disability ministers and also the Prime Minister to let them know about your care needs. Let them know about the gaps in services provided to you but also let them know what is working well for you! The letter and further information is available for download at the MND Australia website www.mndaust.asn.au
Contact details for your Federal and State MPs, Ministers and Senators are available on state and federal government websites. 
If you need advice about where or to whom you should direct your particular concerns, or if you need assistance in writing your letter, please contact the MND association.  

With thanks, Carol Birks, National Executive Director, MND Australia 
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Your Name/Support Group Name


Your Address


Your Telephone no. and/or Email





Politician’s Name and Address 				Date





Dear 





Re: A National Disability Insurance Scheme


MND Week 2011 (1-7 May)





I am one of 1,400 people living in Australia today who has motor neurone disease (MND), or I am a carer of a person with MND. MND is a rapidly progressive neurological disease with an average life expectancy of only 2-3 years from diagnosis. Each week in Australia more than 10 people die of this cruel disease and at least another 10 are diagnosed. 





I am writing this letter/email to you because I/we need you to support a national disability insurance scheme to help us to get the disability services I/we need as soon as I/we need them. 





In its draft report the Productivity Commission (PC) has proposed that the current disability support system be totally reformed as it is "underfunded, unfair, fragmented, and inefficient, and gives people with a disability little choice and no certainty of access to appropriate supports".





MND Australia - the peak body representing people with this devastating disease – is calling for urgent action to improve disability services in Australia. A national scheme to assist those with disabilities is critical for people diagnosed with motor neurone disease to ensure a rapid response to their rapidly changing support needs. People diagnosed with MND should be able to access disability assessment and services as soon as a need arises no matter where that person lives or how old they are. Waiting lists are not an option for people living with MND and their families. 





The disability services I need and/or currently receive are: 





INSERT YOUR NEEDS AND EXPERIENCES HERE 








A National Disability Insurance Scheme would give people living with MND, and many other Australians living with a disability or caring for a person with a disability, peace of mind and hope for independence, social inclusion and quality of life.  





We seek your support to ensure that all people in Australia living with MND now, and in the future, will get the care and support they need when they need it. 





Please feel free to contact me either by telephone, email or at the above address.   





I am looking forward to your response.





Yours sincerely,





Your signature





(


Write your name (or group's name) and address here.


State if you are writing as representative of a Support Group.











(


Write what is appropriate for you - suggestions include:


why it is important for you to get services as soon as your needs change. 


i.e 


I need:


Assessment


Home care support


Personal care


Case management 


Equipment and assistive devices


Home modifications


A care package


Respite 


But I have been waiting for ………..weeks/months and this means I can’t  continue to work or my wife cant continue to work, go on social outings with my friends and family etc ……………





Or I am currently receiving 2 hours of support a week but need 10 hours so that my spouse can work or so that I can work/go out etc  


Or 


I am currently receiving care, support, equipment etc from ……. and I am living as well as I can with MND this means I can continue working or to care for my children,………etc 


(


Your signature and a note if you are signing on behalf of a Support Group




















(


Your signature, and a note if you are signing on behalf of a Group.
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