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Rapid Progression Needs a Rapid Response: MND Australia calls for urgent review of disability services 
To coincide with MND Week 2010, Motor Neurone Disease (MND) Associations are calling on their members to support the growing National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) campaign. With no known cause in 90% of cases, no cure and no effective treatment for motor neurone disease, MND Australia - the peak body representing people with this devastating disease - calls for urgent national action to improve disability services. 
Ralph Warren, the national president of MND Australia, says: “All people with a disability – including those with MND – need access to appropriate support and assistance, no matter how old they are or where they live.”
The National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) campaign seeks the introduction of a new national safety net, akin to Medicare and compulsory superannuation, for anyone who is born with a disability or becomes severely disabled through illness or injury. 
A national scheme to assist those with disabilities is critical for people diagnosed with motor neurone disease, as the rapid progression of MND means rapidly changing support needs. People diagnosed with MND increasingly require assistance with basic daily living, such as mobility, communication, feeding and breathing.
“Just imagine a healthy and alert mind trapped inside a body that can’t move, but can still think and feel. That’s the devastating reality of motor neurone disease,”Mr Warren continues. “The rapid progression of MND also means that people who are diagnosed with the disease have very little opportunity to plan ahead and to adjust to their increasing disability.  A rapid response through effective service provision is therefore imperative.”
Motor neurone disease affects around 1400 people across Australia and takes the life of more than 10 Australians every week. We urgently need to understand the causes and to find a cure but in the meantime we need a rapid response to care needs to help people with MND live as well as possible for as long as possible. 
Jacquelyn Alder, a 39-year-old mother who has MND, recognises the importance of easy and fast access to services for people diagnosed with this disease. 

She says:  “I have an eight-year-old son who I am responsible for and yet I need help myself with daily living, personal care, eating and shopping.  Without access to in-home care and the support provided by the MND Association we simply would not be able to function as a family.” 

During MND Week 2 – 8 May 2010, all Australians and governments are being encouraged to help in the fight to understand the causes, to provide the care and to find a cure for this devastating disease.  
By supporting MND Week you can help make a real difference to the lives of people with MND 
You can act now by:
· Donating funds to MND associations to support their fight for a world free from MND.
· Writing to your local MP about how a National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) would change your life, or the life of someone you know.

· Buying a blue cornflower – a symbol of hope – through MND Associations by phoning 1800 777 175. 
· Getting involved with state MND associations, which provide vital services and links to support, information, coordinated care, respite and equipment to assist people to live better for longer. 
Supporters of a National Disability Insurance Scheme are also encouraged to utilise Facebook, Twitter and email to raise awareness of the importance of such a scheme, or to highlight the impact of living with a disability and how a NDIS would make a difference in their lives. http://twitter.com/mndaustralia
Fundraising or awareness raising events are being held throughout Australia during MND Week and Blue Cornflower Day is on Friday 7 May.

You are invited to visit www.mndaust.asn.au for more information on the campaign and events or to make a donation 
In addition to service delivery and advocacy activities, state MND Associations and MND Australia support vital research into MND and rely totally on donations to fund research programs. See www.mndresearch.asn.au for more information. 

For further information or to interview Ralph Warren or Jacquelyn Alder, please contact Andrea McKay or Julie Morgan on (03) 9696 5060 or email:  amckay@jmm.com.au
