
FACING DOWlV
MOTOR NEURONE DISEASE
For every person who dies from Motor Neurone Disease each day,
another is diagnosed. At any given time 1300 people in Australia
are living with the disease, Felicita Benedikovics discovers.

Images of the world's most famous astro-physicistst,
Stephen Hawking propelled Motor Neurone Disease into

public awareness in a way few diseases have. Dependent
on several full-time carers and an elaborate machine to
verbalise the thoughts he hasn't been able to speak for
nearly three decades, Hawking continues to produce
remarkable work

Even" major disability requires massive adjustments and
some families, like Hawking's, splinter from the stress.

Others fortunately, learn ways to minimise the impact and
sustain equilibrium within the family.

Nicole Wallis (34) from Victoria was diagnosed with MND
two years ago. Six months earlier she was showing her four-
year-old daughter Lily, who had just started ballet lessons
how to point her toe. When Nicole tried to point hers, she
discovered she couldn't

"I wasn't overly concerned as I had been getting lower back
pain back and I was doing Pilates to help strengthen it"
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