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RECORD FUNDS AWARDED FOR MOTOR NEURONE DISEASE RESEARCH IN AUSTRALIA
A record $1.4 million has been provided to Australian scientists by MND Australia for new research projects into the cause, care, control and cure of motor neurone disease (MND).  
This year, fifteen projects across the country have been awarded grants to commence in 2011.  They span areas such as genetics, drugs, monitoring disease progression, stem cell therapy, breathing therapy, cognition and behaviour, and the effects on children with a parent living with MND. 

The research funds come from donations to MND Australia. Professor Dominic Rowe, Chairman of the Research Committee says, “This year’s funding is more than double the amount awarded for projects in 2010 and about ten times the amount that was awarded six years ago. This is a huge boost for MND research in Australia”.
“Thanks to the generous support from the community, more researchers are taking up the challenge to make the next leap forward in MND research,” he said.
MND Australia encourages young researchers to pursue motor neurone disease as their dedicated field of interest and has awarded two Postdoctoral Fellowships, providing recipients a salary for a three-year period.  
The two new Bill Gole Postdoctoral MND Research Fellowships have been awarded to: Catherine Blizzard from the Menzies Research Institute in Tasmania and Dr Rachael Duff at the Western Australian Institute for Medical Research.

MND affects around 1400 people across Australia at any given time and takes the life of more than 10 Australians every week.
 “We urgently need to understand the causes and how to better care for people and control the disease whilst researchers worldwide search for a cure,” said Professor Rowe. 
MND Australia supports both emerging and established researchers to develop new projects so they can generate results and attract funding for larger projects through sources such as the National Health and Medical Research Council.  

About the MND Australia research grants: MND Australia research grants are allocated in a hotly contested national competition each year.  This year 42 applications were received from researchers in all Australian States who collectively asked for $3 million to support their proposals. This year 15 applicants were successful.  
The recipients of the 2011 MND Australia research grants are:
· Dr Julie Atkin, MND Research Group La Trobe University, VIC
· Dr David Berlowitz, Institute of Breathing and Sleep, Austin Hospital, VIC
· Dr Ian Blair, Northcott Laboratory, ANZAC Research Institute, NSW

· Dr Pamela McCombe, University of Queensland Centre for Clinical Research, QLD

· Dr Peter Noakes, School of Biomedical Sciences, University of Queensland, QLD

· Dr Moira O’Connor, Curtin University, WA
· Associate Professor Roger Pamphlett, Stacey MND Laboratory, University of Sydney, NSW

· Dr Mary-Louise Rogers and Professor Robert Rush, Human Physiology, School of Medicine, Flinders University, SA

· Dr Lachlan Thompson, Division of Brain Injury & Repair, Florey Neuroscience Institutes, VIC

· Dr Bradley Turner, Florey Neuroscience Institutes, University of Melbourne, VIC

· Dr Robyn Wallace, Queensland Brain Institute, QLD

· Dr Anthony White, Department of Pathology, University of Melbourne, VIC   
· MND Research Tissue Bank of Victoria which has the important role of collecting and storing tissue from people with motor neurone disease and making this available to researchers.

The recipients of grants awarded in previous years that continue in 2011 are:
· Dr Shu Yang, Northcott Laboratory, ANZAC Research Institute, NSW 

· Dr Justin Yerbury, Centre for Medical Biosciences, University of Wollongong, NSW

· Dr Jennica Winhammar, The Prince of Wales Medical Research Institute, NSW

· Dr James Burrell,  The Prince of Wales Medical Research Institute, NSW
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For further information or to interview Professor Rowe please contact Julie Morgan or Anna Anderson on (03) 9696 5060 or email aanderson@jmm.com.au  
www.mndresearch.asn.au  
