	
	



Monday, March 28, 2011
PO Box 6022
House of Representatives
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600
Dear Minister,
We are writing to voice MND Australia support for maintaining Australian Government investment in medical research, in particular, protecting funding of the National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) in the upcoming federal budget.

Motor neurone disease (MND) is a rare progressive and ultimately fatal disease of the central nervous system. The cause is unknown, although uncommonly MND can be inherited. There are 1400 people in Australia with MND. In 2007, 594 people died with MND, compared with only 450 deaths in 2000.  The cause of this 30% increase is unknown. While some people can live a long time with MND, the majority of people only live two to three years from onset.

MND robs you of strength, coordination, mobility, speech, communication and breathing.  It leaves sensation and all other special senses intact. While there are some therapies, and the survival of patients with MND has improved dramatically over the last ten years, there is no cure and there are no medications that control the loss of motor neurones.

The key to MND lies in research that will uncover the mechanisms involved that result in the disease.  In Australia there is ground breaking clinical and scientific research in MND, with discovery of new genes and of new methods of assessing MND. Australian research has also led to improvements in MND care and support. 

The MND Research Institute of Australia (MNDRIA), the research arm of MND Australia, has been funding MND researchers for 26 years. MND Australia is driving MND research in Australia to a new level. MND Australia provided $1.395 million, through MNDRIA, for new research projects investigating cause, care, control and cure of motor neurone disease commencing in 2011. This is a record distribution which is more than double the amount that was awarded for projects in 2010 and about ten times the amount that was awarded six years ago.

MND research grants are allocated in a hotly contested national competition each year. This year MNDRIA received 42 applications from researchers who collectively asked for $3 million to support their proposals. Fifteen projects have been awarded new grants to commence in 2011 and applicants from every State of Australia have been successful. 
MNDRIA supports both emerging and established researchers to develop new projects so they can generate results that will put them in a position to attract funding for larger projects through government sources such as the National Health & Medical Research Council (NHMRC). In 2010 the seed funding from MNDRIA achieved its aim. NHMRC awarded $2.67 million to six MND projects from Victoria, NSW, and Tasmania. 
More people than ever before are taking up the challenge to take the next leap forward in MND research. As they strive to find the way ahead in cause, care, control and cure of MND the start up grants provided by MNDRIA are now paying dividends. This year will culminate in the International ALS/MND Symposium in Sydney. Researchers from all round the world will gather to present their results, exchange ideas and take the opportunity to form collaborations. Australian researchers will be in the forefront at this Symposium. 
It is critical that leading Australian MND researchers continue to be funded through NHMRC grants to enable their research to continue to contribute to the worldwide fight against MND.  
MND Australia strongly believes that government funding of Australian medical research is an investment that reaps immeasurable rewards for the Australian community, improving health outcomes and ultimately reducing healthcare costs, and with proven economic benefits to Australia
. The Australian Government has been a major supporter of medical research since 1926, providing funding for individual discoveries, but also funding for collaborative research programs seeking to answer major scientific questions. Australia’s medical researchers need this support to be maintained if they are to continue to make discoveries that will improve healthcare in the future.

Australia has a vibrant, innovative and passionate science and medical research community. Cuts to the medical research budget would stop important research projects from continuing and would result in the loss of the human capital in which this government and previous Australian governments have invested through the NHMRC. Cuts to medical research funding would be a short-sighted budgetary response that would be to the long-term detriment of Australia’s health and economy and people living with MND. 
I urge you to show your commitment to Australian medical research by calling for, as a minimum, maintenance of NHMRC funding in the May 2011 Budget. Please protect medical research.

Yours faithfully,
Carol Birks
National Executive Director 
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� Access Economics Report, “Exceptional Returns, The Value of Investing in Health R&D in Australia II" 2008.






